e for the veneration of the mortal remains of those who had witnessed to the faith with their lives is
seert in the fact that from its very beginning the Church wanted to place the altars destined  for celebration of
the Eucharist directly above the graves of martyrs. In later times it became the custom to move the remains
from the site of the martyrdom to a more secure site o worship, while the desire of every sanctuary to possess
relics gave rise to th 18 i ins.

The cult of relics was not immune from abuse which brought about the emanation of severe rules, above all
operning the selling ofrelics and the need to be vigilant concerning their authenticity. It was Pope Innocent
X1 (1676-1689) wih the Institute for th ion of relics, later improved by Pope Benedict
XIV (1740-1758),

Inth s the sa pt in sober sil i ltars, but already in
the pre-Romanesque period the surprising renaissance of sumptuary art determined the realisation of
extraordinarily valuable containers where the richness and splendour of the materials had the aim of
rendering visible the spiritual value of the content. The presence of particularly venerated r
Suaranteed the fame of a church and from this a steady flow of pilgrims and the receipt of

2 ions. Relics and reli " besides, often strictly tied to temporal power, emblemat
prestig the favour of God and h

Relics have also determined the shay
tak ic

ARomeMayJune15_0000668.JPG BRomeMayJune15_0000687.JPG
om | .

PRECIOUS SCULPTURES

SACRED GOLD AND SILVER IN LAZIO FROM THE 13" TO THE 18™ CENTURIES
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AVl crnaries e they form part o the heritoge of the ecclesiastical authorities: am excepti lly refined production which today has been little
stadnd Eoex f comidernd "inor art’,they have the saite of being real sculptures. The link befaeen the plastic arts and goldsmith's work is in
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STATUETTA RELIQUIARIO DI SAN ROCCO
Argentiere napoletano, secolo XVIII

Argento fuso e cesellato, bronzo
C‘stermdil.alina.chiesadiSamaMaﬁaAswma

RELIQUARY STATUETTE OF STROCCO
Neapolitan sitversmith’s workshop, 18th cenfury
Chased sifver, bronze

Cisterna di Latina, Church of Santa Maria Assunta

RomeMayJune15_0000674.JPG M '
omeMayJune15_0000675.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SANT'ERMETE
Argentiere romano; prima meta secolo XVIII
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato

Ischia di Castro, chiesa di Sant’Ermete

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST ERMETE

Roman silversmith’s workshop; first lalf of the 18th century
Embossed, engraved, chased silver

Ischia di Castro, Church of Sant’Ermete

RomeMayJune15_0000676.JPG

' E BASE DI CROCE (O D1 Ry |

(o]
Oreficeria franco-a DI RELIQUIARIO) CON FUGA IN EGITTO

3 . e colo XIV
 Brpymsiin € cesellato, smalti idi
} xesi di Gaeta, Gaeta, Museo Dﬁx:-:‘:.':‘ 52

. BASE OF A CROSS (OR OF A REL

Argento fuso, Ngioina; prima meta se

French-Angepi AR IQUAR
Embossed ,}M‘::f';;"’""f"' s workshop first lm/fy n)ﬁl’m' THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT
st (JGa: st sifver, tanslucent eng A 14t century

ta, Gacta, Museo Diocesanp el

RomeMayJune15_0000678.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN NICOLA DI BARI (DATATO 1738)
Scultore-fonditore romanc; prima meta secolo XVIIT
Bronzo fuso e dorato

Mazzano Romano, Museo della nuova parrocchiale di San Nicola di Bari

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST NICHOLAS OF BARI (DATED 1738)
Roman sculpture and metatwork; first half of the 18th century

Gilded bronze

Mazzano Romano, Museum of the new parish of San Nicola di Bari

RomeMayJune15_0000680.JPG R M 5 0000651
omeMayJune15_0000681.JPG
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| BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN GIORGIO (DATATO 1713)
Argentiere napoletano; inizio secolo XV

Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato, bronzo

| Vico nel Lazio, chiesa di San Michele Arcangelo

| RELIQUARY BUST OF sT GEORGE (DATED 1713)

| Neapolitan silversmith's workshop; beginning of the 18 century
\ Embossed, engraved, chased silver, bronze

Vico nel Lazio, Churcl of San Michele Arcangelo

84.JPG RomeMayJune15_0000686.JPG
RomeMayJune15_0000684.

40 BuUSsTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN I"AGAPITO (BASE DATATA
Argentiere viterbese; seconda meta secolo XV (busto) - inizio secolo XV
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato rame dorato
Tarquinia, chiesa di San Francesco

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST AGAPETUS (BASE DATED 1503)
Silversmith’s workslop from Viterbo; second Jalf of

the 15thcentury (bust), beginning of the 16t century (base)

Embossed, engraved sitver, Silded copper

Tarquinia, Clurcly of San Francesco

RomeMayJune15_0000689.JPG

; 7 QOJ\F’G\ . RomeMayJune15_0000691.JPG
RomeMayJune15_0000690.
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BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SANT'EGIDIO (DATATO 166
- Argentiere romano; secolo XVII
BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SANTA SINFOROSA Argento fuso, sbalzato, inciso, cesellato, ottone
-:vs«:ie: nw\mf':;:"“ xvit Mompeo, chiesa della Nativita di Maria Santissima
Argento fuso e sbalz,
SRt in Gw RELIQUARY BUST OF ST GILES (DATED 1660)
RELIQUARY BUST OF ST SINFOROSA Roman silversmith’s workshop; 17th century
Rovau sitoersiith s workshop: 178 contry Embossed, engraved, chased cast silver, brass

| %“::l:"t!l;r:: 73‘?1’.‘.‘ ; Mompeo, Church of the Nativita di Maria Saiitissima
oo, ¢ O

e 3

R MaydJune15_0000692.JPG RomeMayJune15_0000693.JPG
omeMayJu | .

RomeMayJune15_0000695.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN TERENZIANO (DATATO 1631)
| Argentiere romano; prima meta secolo XVII
| Argento fuso, sbalzato, inciso, cesellato, dorato, rame dorato, gemme
Y Capranica, chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta in Cielo

| RELIQUARY BUST OF ST TERENZIANO (DATED 1631)
Roman silversmith’s workshop; first half of the 17th century
Embossed, engraved, chased and Silded silver, gilded copper, jetwels

\ Capranica, Clurch of Santa Maria Assunta it Cielo

gf;ﬁl’fl)’uf.lkxﬂlrlST OF POPE ST CLEMENT
o 0 Einellf (Torano 1607 Roma 1654),
Stlver, brass, and gilded ayd wl:«‘r-;rlllwmifw;l 2,

Velletrs, fieseo Dioy a0 wer, gems

R MaydJune15_0000696.JPG RomeMayJune15_0000697.JPG
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STATUA
S R’:‘L:g:‘u:::(‘) ll?l SANTA DOLCISSIMA
o poer e ni; metd secolo Xvii

Sutri, cattedrale *Sta, mani, piedj:
i Sont Marig Assngg g erB® 50, sbalzato incise, —_s

RomeMayJune15_0000703.JPG

) BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN SOTE:l(i e
Argentiere napoletano; prima meta 5eclo ’
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato
Fondi, chiesa di San Pietro

RELIQUARY BUST (?F ST ':?OTF
Neapolitan silversmitl’s ;a;‘vy'k.~:r(vs,', )

o oraved and cliased SHUET '
E;"!;;:;;t::t ':"if;"gn:lm, Fondi, Cliireh of Sant Pietro
Arc¢ se 0]

RO
irst half of the 17th century

RomeMayJune15_0000706.JPG

BRACCIO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN SILVANO (DATATO
Argentiere laziale; fine secolo XVI

Argento sbalzato, bronzo

Alatri, chiesa di San Paolo

RELIQUARY ARM OF ST SILVANO (DATED 1597)

Silversmith's workslhop from Lazio; end of the 16H: century
Embossed silver, bronze

Alatri, Church of San Paclo

RomeMayJune15_0000707.JPG

RomeMayJune15_0000708.JPG
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::f:((:fREUQ'UMRIO DI SANT'ONORATO

@ napoletana; meta secol. i XV

‘f‘\rgmto sbalzato, inciso, ce&-llamogt:ngwesm’ e Loy
reidiocesi di Gaeta, Fondi, chiesa di San Pietro

fS”I:I,IQ'LHRY BUST OF sT ONORATO
than goldsmith s worke),
éo”’ o il ”’”r‘“ 1op; mid 158 ce, utiry (head),
‘Irltl‘ll:(‘:\ll cugraved, clinsed sifper, Jewels
hocese of Gaeta, Foudj, Clurrelt of Sayy Pietro

RomeMayJune15_0000713.JPG

R}
25 sUSTO REIIQLI\RM) DI SANTA MARGHERITA

Orafo senese () metd secolo X\
holzato, inciso, ceseliato, dorato, rame dorato, Smalti, pietre colorate

Argento
Montefiascone, cattedirale di Santa Margherita

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST MARGHERITA
Sacmese godiaath s sorkshop (X wed of tie 158k contury
Emedossod, coegronnd. chasod, et sfver. geldod Drowze, cuannels, colonred shones

iossdeaascone, Cathodral of Seute Margherie

RomeMayJune15_0000715.JPG
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RomeMayJune15_0000718.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN "AGAPITO (BASE DATATA 1503
Argentiere viterbese; seconda meta secolo XV (busto) - inizio secolo XVI (!
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato rame dorato

Tarquinia, chiesa di San Francesco

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST AGAPETUS (BASE DA TED 1503)
Silversmith’s workshop from Viterbo; second half of

the 15thcentury (bust), beginning of the 16t century (base)

Emtbossed, eugraved silver, gilded copper Z

Tarquinia, Church of San Francesco

RomeMayJune15_0000722.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN SISTO PA?A

Argentiere viterbese; seconda meta secolo:X\ A
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato, dorato, rame dorato, gem
Viterbo, Museo del Colle del Duomo ;

RELIQUARY BUST OF POPE ST SIXTUS 2 :
Sil:wr?milh s workshop from Viterbo; second Im!fof the 158 ant‘l':‘ry
Embossed, engraved, chased and gilded silver, gilded copper, jeivels
Viterbo, Museo del Colle del Duoino :

4.JPG RorﬁeMayJune15_0000725.JPG
RomeMayJune15_0000724.
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RomeMayJune15_0000729.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SAN TOMMASO VERINGERIO
Argentiere meridionale; secolo XV

Lamina d'argento sbalzato e inciso, rame fuso, sbalzato e argentato
Amaseno, chiesa collegiata di Santa Maria Assunta

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST THOMAS VERINGERIO

~ Southern Italiait siloersmitht’s workshop; 15th century

" Embossed and engraved sheet silver, sntelted copper, embossed and silvere
" Amaseno, Collegiate Cliuireh of Santa Maria Assunta

RpmeMayJune1 5_0000731.JPG

BUSTO RELIQUIARIO DI SANTA FELICITA

Giacomo di Guerrino (Siena, notizie 1348-1376)

Argento sbalzato, cesellato, dorato, smalto traslucido, rubino
Montefiascone, cattedrale di Santa Margherita

RELIQUARY BUST OF ST FELICITA

Giacomo di Guerrino ( Siena, mentioned 1348 = 1376)

Embossed, chased, gilded sitver, translucent enamel, ruby cabochon
Montefinscone, Catliedral of Santa Margherita

RomeMayJune15_0000732.JPG

RomeMayJune15_000073
_ 3.JPG
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12 | CROCE RELIQUIARIO (FIRMATA E DATATA 1352)
Vannuccio di Viva (Siena, notizie 1348 - 1367)
Argento sbalzato, inciso, cesellato, parzialmente dorato, smalti traslucidi
| Orte, Museo Diocesano di Arte Sacra

| RELIQUARY CROSS (DATED 1352)
8 Vannuccio di Vioa (Siena, mentioned 1348-1367)

Embossed, engraved, chased and par tinlly gilded silver, translucent enamels
| Orte, Museo Diocesano di Arte Sacra

RomeMayJune15_0000737.JPG

RomeMayJune15_0000740.JPG

TESTA RELIQUIARIO DEI SANTI GIOVANNI EPAOLO
Bottega orafa laziale, fine secolo X1

Argento sbalzato e cesellato

Veroli, Museo del Tesoro del Duomo

RELIQUARY HEAD OF ST JOHN AND ST PAUL
Goldsimith’s workshop from Lazio, end of Hie 13th centur: v :
Emtbossed and engraved silver :
Veroli, Museo del Tesoro del Duomo

RomeMayJune15_0000742.JPG RomeMayJune15_0000743.JPG
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r"‘-/ ! SPORTELLO DI RELIQUIARIO
2 ,r%\rte llr_nosnm; primo quarto secolo X111
| Rame tuso, inciso, bulinato, dorato su anima di ili
3 su a di legno, fil a, s
| Roma, Museo Nazionale del Palazzo di Venezia 3 ey

| DOOR OF A RELIQUARY
éuuugcs work, first quarter of the 13t cenhiry
| Engraved, gilded, smelted mirpur o1t wooden s il
Silded, s 7 nsupport,
Rome, Museo Nazionale del Palaz=o di \’rm':in, i

gree, f’l(”llplt'('t; t

DELLA VERGINEE

ine secolo X1 :
truttura lignea

uomo

QUATTRO

INCORONAZIONE

Bottega orafa
Lamina d'argent

Veroli, Museo de
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o sbalzata su s
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zio; end of the
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FOUR SAIN
st e 13th century
‘ kshop from La
ssed o (W00
esoro del Duionio

CORO : .
Goldsmith's il'Oll
Gheet silver em ho
Veroli, Museo del T

RomeMayJune15_0000748.JPG

TATUA EQUESTRE DI SANT'AMBROGIO MARTIRE

(FIRMATA E DATATA 1641)
| Fantino Taglietti (Roma 1574 - post 1648)

Argento fuso e cesellato ; )
| Ferentino, concattedrale dei Santi Giovanni e Paolo

EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF ST AMBROSE THE MARTYR

(SIGNED AND DATED 1641)

Fantino Taglietti (Rome, 1574 — post 1643)

Cast and engraved silver
Ferentino, Co-Cathedral of Santi Giovanni e Paolo

L)
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