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il THE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES
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The nineteent
birth of the lalian State.

With the election of Rome as the capital of the new Italian State in 1870,
the size and character of the city radically. Its boundaries, defined for
mmbymzsswdlmwpﬂwdedbythcmn +of new quarters
outside the ci I B

From 1876 a series of openings were made in the walls (. link the old and -
the new urban centres. Already, in 1871, a commission set up for this pu

p a proposal for a new def ystem for the city, consisting of
a stronghold on Monte Mario, a circuit of 23 forts placed about 3000 metres -6\
outside the ancient city wall and an inner circuit of 15 batteries, 2000 metres chiy

distant. Throughout the following years a series of renovations and modifica-
tions were e to the original plan until the completion, in the 1880°s, of 15

forts o the consular and i ial roads and 4 batteries.
1n: the Tast 10 years of the 19th century the question was raised as to whe-
ther the Aurelian wall, ded by the new defe

now.
the propert of the State or of the Comune (City Council) of Rome.

Although Pius IX in 1847 had already decreed the transfer of the wall and
the related pomerinm from the Papal State to the Comune, after 1870 their
maintenance and preservation were kept up by the State, in as much as it was
considered sm;gmpeny. In 1892 the question of ownership was once again
raised and in 1895 the wall was recognized by the State as being the property
of the Comune of Rome. e

Law n. 443 of the 23rd December 1900 finally decreed the transfer of the
city wall and the pomerium to the Comune of Rome, This law is still valid and
until the present day the protection and the conservation of the city wall re-
main the duty of the Comune of Rome.
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