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OUR HABITS NOW.

“The new year brought the new Order, and the na isters of Perpetual Indulgence. Sister Hysterectoria
designed the first habits after a Flemish 14th century ladiesinwaiting and French cloister's wimple, and
through a city grant, commissioned the first set of habits and g "™ (www. thesisters.org)

Though modified a few times since the original, our wimple is the only real habit picce we all wear. It is
the defining picce of the habit of the San Francisco house.
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Obviously, these sisters have an easy habit fo Kick.
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Easter 1999:

Two Decades of Decadence!

Sunday, April 4*, 1999
Noon to 5 p.m.
Castro St. between 17" & 18°.
starrina:

Nerve
Gay/Lesbian Freedom Bana
MCC Gospel Choir

aﬂt-‘ AL
November 2

for:

A Salute to the
Republicans!

 We skite the carty that has done 50 much for the
‘Queer community!
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‘A SISTORY BLOW BY BLOW
with chunks from Sister Phyllis Stein the Fragrant
(original Mistress of Archives) &

Sister Kitty Catalyst, O.C.P
(former Mistress of Archives)

A long, long time ago, let’s say 1976, in a place very far away
edar Rapids, lowa), a convent of Roman Catholic nuns lent
some retired habits to a group of men performing their version
of The Sound of Music. Three years later, those habits
urfaced in the streets of San Francisco’s Castro district...
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April 14th, 1979 (Holy Saturday, specifically) three men ventured out into the Castro district of San Francisco
in “borrowed” retired nuns’ habits to “stir things up.” Thirty years later that act has turned into an international
phenomenon known as the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. Quite by circumstance, the discovery those three
men made that day would lead to a new form of social and political activism, as well as community service. The
presence of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence (or S.P.L) would change the way the LGBT community would

come together and work together.

In 1979, Margaret Thatcher becomes the first female Prime Minister of England. The USSR invades Afghanistan.
A concert by the Who ends in eleven deaths. Sony introduces the Sony Walkman. Dan White is convicted of
involuntary manslaughter of Harvey Milk and George Moscone, sparking the White Night Riots.

In selecting the materials for this exhibition, I tried to present as many factual pieces as I could. The S.P.
Archives are overflowing with significant artifacts including paintings, sculpture and photos. We also ha
collection of press clippings, internal documents, notes by members and official SPI documents. The images
Jraising, process and presentation.

and objects on view represent the core of the c ructure, fu

Among these objects, I'm most compelled to comment on two particular pieces: the first Habit worn by Sister
Soami (aka Sr. Missionary Position) and his scrapbook from circa 1980. Sr. Missionary Position, as he was first
known, has put together a collection of photos, clippings and promotional material documenting this first year
of the foundling Order. The Habit on display is a relic that has history long before it made its way to Sr. “Mish.”
These two pieces document the early years of our Order. I find it ironic that that the choice of an actual habit
becomes an Icon to create our own identity. By this, I mean part of this original intention was to be present as
nuns, ministering hope and love, relieving the stigmatic guilt associated with gayness. This act of “ministry,” like

on of our work and vows.
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April 14th, 1979 (Holy Saturday, specifically) three men ventured out into the Castro district of San Francisco
in “borrowed” retired nuns’ habits to “stir things up.” Thirty years later that act has turned into an international

phenomenon known as the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. Quite by circumstance, the discovery those three
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come together and work together.

In 1979, Margaret Thatcher becomes the first female Prime Minister of England. The USSR invades Afghanistan,
A concert by the Who ends in eleven deaths. Sony introduces the Sony Walkman. Dan White is convicted of
involuntary manslaughter of Harvey Milk and George Moscone, sparking the White Night Riots.
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A concert by the Who ends in eleven deaths. Sony introduces the Sony Walkman.
involuntary manslaughter of Harvey Milk and George Moscone, sparking the White Night Riots.

In selecting the materials for this exhibition, I tried to present as many factual pieces as I could. The S.P.I
Archives are overflowing with significant artifacts including paintings, sculpture and photos. We also have a vast
collection of press clippings, internal documents, notes by members and official SPI documents. The images
and objects on view represent the core of the organization—infrastructure, fundraising, process and presentation
Among these objects, I'm most compelled to comment on two particular pieces: the first Habit worn by Sister
Soami (aka Sr. Missionary Position) and his scrapbook from circa 1980. Sr. Missionary Position, as he was first
known, has put together a collection of photos, clippings and promotional material documenting this first year
of the foundling Order. The Habit on display is a relic that has history long before it made its way to Sr. “Mish.”
These two pieces document the early years of our Order. I find it ironic that that the choice of an actual habit
becomes an lcon to create our own identity. By this, I mean part of this original intention was to be present as

* like

nuns, ministering hope and love, relieving the stigmatic guilt associated with gayness. This act of “ministry,

that of other nuns, will become the foundation of our work and vows.

I would like to thank the Hormel Center for this opportunity to present our story in a public venue. Their
support has been generous and fulfilling. I'd also like to thank the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence for their
support in this task and allowing me the opportunity to craft my vision of our History. Specifically, I'd like to
thank Sr. Mary Juanita High, Mistress of Archives, for having faith and trusting me with this joyful but daunting
task. Thank you also to Sr. Zsa Zsa Glamour, Sr. Hellen Wheels, Sr. Reyna Terror, Sr. Mary Timothy Simplicity
and Guard Tighty Whitey for all your guidance, wisdom and endless amounts of time and help. Lastly, thanks to

Kevin Cooke in helping edit my written work—his guidance has been invaluable!

In conclusion, I hope this exhibit shines light on the work SPI does and that the public sees clearly our intent as

benefactors, guardians, ministrants and protectors of our community. Please enjoy the exhibit, and Go out and Sin

some more!
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