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FOLSOM STREET FAIR PATRONS

AT 1:30 PM TODAY |
TWO-MINUTES OF SILENCE

will be observed on the grounds
of Folsom Street Fair
in honor of those who were
lost on September 11, 2001.

Please take the hand of the
persons closest to you at
1:30 PM and join tog
| one communi
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CALLING oOuUT
AROUND THE WORLD
GETTIN' READY FOR
[THE BRAND NEW BEAT!\

& Xy v AR L]

DANCIN' \N THE STREET
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May 28, 1989. Tony DeBlase presents his “"proposed design idea”
for the leather pride flag at the International Mr. Leather contest in
Chicago. His design is embraced and is now recognized and used by
leatherfolk around the world.
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FLOGGINGS FOR CHARITY
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FLOGGINGS FOR CHARITY
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The year is 1984. South of Market faces continued threats of demolition
and redevelopment. AIDS is beginning to overtake the gay community, and
anti-LGBT forces start to calculate the political possibilities in SOMA if the
gay community diminishes in numbers and clout. Michael Valerio, an out,
gay, Filipino/Spanish activist working on low-income senior housing, and
Kathleen Connell, an out gay woman with experience in women’s rights,
farmworkers’ organizing, and community business development, see the
need for a forceful effort to defend the South of Market neighborhood

and to unify, strengthen, and showcase the vibrant diversity of the entire
neighborhood.

At the advice of Harry Britt, Harvey Milk’s successor on the city Board of
Supervisors, Connell and Valerio create a SOMA festival, inspired by Milk’s
use of the Castro Street Fair for political organizing. They call it Megahood
- The Folsom Street Fair. Featuring SOMA businesses, craftspeople, and
musicians, the fair displays the vitality of the “blighted” neighborhood. The
street décor for the fair is purchased from Mark Leno’s Budget Signs, and
students of SOMA’s Bessie Carmichael Elementary School, watched over
decorate the streets with their paintings. The diverse inhabitants
t, including kinky men and women from all over the
gather on the autumn equinox to celebrate the unique vivacity
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wodl “MEGAHOOD was discovered during the first Folsom
evelop 2 the Street Fair in 1984. During the course of the day,
od noise from the event seems to have awakened the
d e entire beast from its sleep, on schedule. It came to the
surface and ended summer. The MEGAHOOD has
: arve : < ¥ made it quite clear the SUMMER ENDS here, in SAN
ell and Valerio create a SOMA festiya / Board o FRANCISCO. On the Equinox of each year, it rises
0120 SO0 SLIeOL T8 ey ca Sahoo to the surface to partake of its annual meal, the
. o L O A businesse peop summer season. Aside from its great size and unity,
displa e vita e the MEGAHOOD is scaled, clawed, fanged, and quite

colorful. These are the results of its living in the
underground waterwa

: ;/s located throughout the
industrialized South of Market.”

- Michael Valerio and Kathleen Connell,
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657 Mission Street #300
San Francisco, CA 94105
415.777.5455
www.glbthistory.org
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For the past 25 years, the Folsom Street Fair has been a
central nstitution of feather life. Once a year, hundreds of

that make Folsom unique appeas
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End
Distrimination!
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